
Bloody Barriers
T H EK A R A N K A W A C O A S T , 1777-95

; ? ion t o George Gauld?s
Bernardo de Galvez host t h e Spanish governor at least had

ontheMississiPr e e ish survey crew had beenu p to. As Gaulg

inkling © de ing mapping expedition along the Spanish coastwest
endedhis an, ooalvez prepared to send his own crew to chartthe
oF e e Tt seemed a propitious time to act on a point of his jn.
same one directing an effort to explore andm a p the coasts.

Thegovernor? instructions, as notedpreviously, had their basis

in Francisco Bouligny?s recommendat ions to theI n d i e s Munister José

de Gdlvez. They called for exploring and mapping the delta coast

from Bayou Saint John at New Orleans?s doorstep through lakes

Pontchartrain and Borgne and thence around the birdfoot subdelty

to Lake Barataria, west of the delta. The instructions also specified

mapping the Gulf Coast westward to Espir i tu Santo (Matagorda)
Bay. To that end, the schoonerSenord e l a Yedra, captained by Luis

| Antonio Andry, sailed from New Orleans on December 13, 1777;

Galvez had carefully chosen the French engineer to lead the im-
% portant mission. Andry?s service in the colony since the arrival of
* Gen. Alejandro O?Reilly to assert Spanish contro l was highly re-

@ garded. O'Reilly had employed Andry as one of the commissioners
?
3

e
to examine the post of La Baliza, which Governor Ulloa had estab-

z lished on Isla Real de San Carlos at the mouth of the Mississippi River;

p his name appears on the report of the river-mouth post that O?Reilly

araed tothen-Indiesminister Julidn de Arriaga and on the map of

a c l sent with the report. Governor Unzaga y Amezaga, in rec-

ommending Andry?s appointment as commandant of the Acadian

Coast in 1776, described him as ?brevet in and d adjutant

of this post [New Orlea ].? Besj aoneei n h ioc bo- Besides experience in the service of











?Tahge fo
Ume 18

Bloody Barriers

157
: Ps c a m aion)

{rhe G u l f Coas t , an e f f e c t i v e second f e e On the Miss is-

spe ngurgent American colonists,'5 Ont War for the relief
if afrer Cruz?s testimony was transmj a

0 e e n NewOrleans,i t was brought forthe o in Sonora

am eneeds ofy e tanother victimof t h e tragedy, Bernardode Gane?
on the hile Yedra?s fate was still a matter of conjecture. h ¢Galvez,
even for the plight o f Luis Andry?s family, and the Cr, ad voiced

cone ate relief. Yet nothing was said on behalf of th: nengranted
i I survivor?. Finally, in New Orleans in 1786, Eulali send Cap-

ns on the basis of her husband?s death in the kin . a Lorens y

aa the Crown for a pension.'° Her efforts were uthavailig , She

ewe her appeal in January, 1791, when her agent drew upa hew
sition and presented i t with supporting documentation. By that

ime Eulalia Millet had returned to her native Barcelona. Her hus-
band? death, she claimed, had left her with no means of support but
her own menial labor, which was becoming impossible because of
her advancing years. At last His Benevolent Majesty was touched by
her plea to the extent that he awarded her an annual pension of 150

os.?

In the interim, the whole matter o f Texas coastal exploration had
been given new currency, as the Karankawa problem remaineda fes-

tering sore. Just prior to the rescue of Tomds de la Cruz, quite co-
incidentally, Commandant-General Croix had exhumed Ripperda?s
August, 1777, report o f Gi l Ybarbo?s reconnaissance. He forwarded
acopy to Cabello on January 16, 1779, suggesting a new exploration
from the Trinity River to the mouths o f the Brazos and the Colorado.

Cabello probably received this communication before sending
Tomés?s testimony to Croix on March 14, but it was early April be-
lore he replied directly. A force from La Bahia, augmented by a con-
angent from Béxar, he suggested, could accomplish sucha task without
nsk. Despite Luis Cazorla?s exploration of the previous dec-

?~the report evidently having been lost in the shuffle of files at-
tending the change of viceroys and governors?Cabello was unable

? d anyone at either post who claimed certainknowledge that the

© nvers in question actually entered the Gulf of Mexico.Anothet
Hon appeared necessary to clear up the matter, and he wou

r i t to leave after the middle of June, themost P t
€ expedition was ever made, the report of it is not found.

The ate fthe
htion suddenly given Governor Ripperda?s report ©



SHOAL WATER

158
. Imost eighteen monthsloration?now a old

Gil Ybarbo exp tardiness and bad timing. Even more re, tng
remarkablefor ide by Croix?s aide, Pedro Galindo Navarro, ble
ig thereview 1779-?rmuch too late to have been of value. T: Unde,

date ofJune9, d found, he offered, might beUsefy]f o nee e bo ha .

glish ship Gil 0 G i fcoas t and for crossing to the islands whe. Te.

connoiteringthe \aU" ostates took refuge. But surely, if y,_.. He

Karankas e v e bank o f the Sabine, she wasnothing mae oop
Robert still lay hulk. More likely, she had been put to the torch }thay
a worm e e duced to a pile o f ashes, with no visible remains 4 the

cr Indians ? erlooked by the natives in their quest for arrowt i m

- f e w . the cargo of brick, Galindo suggested dividing i t amongth

citizens of Bucareli village for construction o f morep ?rmanent build
ings. That the settlement at the Camino Real crossing on theTrini )

River no longer existed seems to have escaped his notice. Bucarelji
settlers had abandoned the site months previously to r locate at

Nacogdoches. With his long distance vision, the commandant-gen.
eral?s aide advised that the ?Texas governor have the Gu l f shore Te-

connoitered frequently, while constraining the peaceful Indians to

report any ships approaching the coast. Almost twom o n t h s later, on

August6 ,C r o i x added his endorsement to the tardy and irrelevant
review.

OnOctober 7 that same year, 1779, Athanase de Méziéres ex.

pended his dying energies composing one last report to Croix on the

state of affairs in Texas. The Indian agent, manifesting a special con-

c e r nf o r theG u l fcoast, harbored bitterha t red for the Karankawas.

ven a f er amost ree centuries 6 sence in the Gulf, he

» the texas littoral had not been adequately explored: ?All
the southern part of the province is coast. Who can give an account

ble :
bad ed e e From indolence, he alleged, the Spanish Texans

Z
the trade thar Was o e vast Store of natural resources and to develop

sua to progress: ?O, what an abuse!? Eventhe spacious bay where ?

Salle,? hadanchored h ie seeoundet o f Luisiana, Don Roberto de la

same sanguinary Kara ce ships remained in the hands of the

almost a century ago, « vas who had butchered La Salle?s colonists

many assassinations ha oh Sad losses of life and property, and s0

i t , ?20 éziéres, espo sin ©€n insufficient to induce us to acquire

ing the French view rather than the Spanish,
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erce to be the solution to vi
eldcomm? had imposed severe tr rtually al l Of Texas?
he, Spain ade restrict; s

yh ?a eriod out of fear that it would inyj 1ctions thr,
colon nent of Crown revenue t h i te foreign j
void Pr ess. Fr » tis Frenchman view
js esse" a e Prhould res exchange of the goodsthy vpamerce

i "giana to il the colonists? need for items tha, Campeche, and
Mg not produce: let Espiritu Santo Bay be opened a ey themselves

significantly, no s e o f tr e Galveston Bay atthis. the purpose.
mas the receptacle of the Trinity and is time is found

exceP emphasize the truth of Mévienn J i n e rivers. This
fhe Texas coast had been haphazard and a aims that explora-

as true, t0 4 lesser degree, of other coastal segments k y The same
already was at work. Spain, having taken advanta nts, but acatalyst
colonies? rebellion to declare war on Great Britai nn of the English
had seized the British posts along theMississippi A s previous May,
rended i n t othe Gulf, they underscored the fact th Operations ex-

bat S e enclosed sea, from Yucatén and Tabascot e e n e t
was far from complete. 0 Florida,

Whatever the outcome of the rebellion ihs ; ion in the English
Mézieres saw it, Spain would be hard pressed to hold ba poonies, as
invaders that traditionally had threatened New Spain? ck the tide of
inces. The security of the Texas coast and itsb a n$ northern prov-
fore, assumed added importance. Subjecti rrier islands, there-. . subjectiono f the Karanka ~ |
an urgent need i f Spain was t o h ankawas was

Pp s to have fullIh ; possession of the Gulthe Frenchman?s view the means was a waro fe x t i e Gulf shore.
by land and sea. While the friendly Akokisa - extinction, waged
suade some of their neighbors t ght be able to per-
been admoni . o peace, the Karankawan tribes had

Por ieronished previously; no further warning was due ° _?

€ maritime operati The
from New Orlean a e ation, the Indian agent suggested bringing

s three barges o f t h v o s
They were light b barges of the type used on the Mississippi.
svivel guns nea n ? solid craft o f six-ton capacity, each with two

che ted on the prow and propelled by sixteen oould carry an attack f y arsmen.
chosen from the French o n o f seventy-five men, who should be

ana, Proceedingt h r nch and Spanish creoles and hunters of Louisi-
quire native cnasw u g h the bayous to Atakapa country, they could

e Trinity. The pilots to guide them to the Akokisa at the mouth
nce messengers could be sent to effect liaison with

¢land
n i f at Espiritu Santo Bay.

Y, Méziéres was suggesting more than just a

p r o b l e m s ,
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wore than thirty. « - - Because ° having to attend to the great tasks
mm go with that governorship,I arranged that a part of the troop o f
a residios should go out every month for the same purpose, by

eans of which plenty o f others were k i l l ed .? I f all this is true,
" ely but few o f the Karankawa warriors remained.
" Inhis report to Viceroy Flores, Cabello provided late news o f
che infamousrascalJosephMar ia . Mart inez Pacheco, having taken
office as interim governor, sent emissaries to the coast to seek the
leader of the apostates.Bear ingg i f t s , they were to induce the recal-
citrant natives to return to the missions, or at least come and talk
with the governor,w i t h the promise o f pardon. Observing that his
successor exceeded his authority in the matter, Cabello relates that,
when Joseph Maria and ten companions came to Presidio de San

* | Antonio de Béxar, they were accorded an artillery salute, showered

with gifts, and entertained royally. Joseph Maria was given a cap-
tain?s uniform decorated wi th a medal o f meri t on hi se that

4? he ouldb r i n g a l l t h e apostates-andHeany o t h e n o e to

s \ settle four league 10. fdHOt care to return to
4 F S themission,t h a n k y o u . )WhenJoseph Maria and his companions
as & left San Antonio, supposedly to bring in the rest of his people to live

i > <> in the new settlement, they were supplied with food and gifts, in-
cluding firearms, and given an escort. ?~

Arriving at the coast five days later, the soldiers found an encamp-
ment of some three hundred Karankawas, ?both apostates and infi-
dels.? Uneasy, the Spaniards made campas h o r t distance from the
Indians. They waited eighteen days without sign that Joseph Marfa
intended to carry out his agreement. When the sergeant approached
the Indian leader to tell him it was time to move, the entire encamp-
ment became upset. A volley was fired, and the sergeant fell dead.
The ten soldiers hastily withdrew to Presidio de la Bahia, leaving the
sergeant?s body and much of their equipage. By the time reinforce-
ments arrived from La Bahia, the Indians had fled in canoes to their
island stronghold. The sergeant?s body, hacked to pieces, had to be
gathered up in a blanket for burial.33

Yet Karankawa numbers were diminishing under pressures of many
kinds and with them the longstanding problem of the bloody barri-
ers. A huge factor in olution was the Comanches, who in the

earlyT7805 hadd i e h e e by
makin dhemschee more C a r a t agents,
Pedro Via l and F r a g s R o t e C a t o aworiared peace with the


