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""HE KARANKAWA COAST, 177795

vez’s hostile reaction to George Gauld’s Presence
ests that the Spanish governor at least h,g Py
tish survey crew had been up to. As Gayyq
ded his daring mapping expedition along the Spanish coast yeg
ended his d - Gilvez prepared to send his own crew to chart the
of the big ri‘t/es éeme d a propitious time to act on a point of his j,.

same 'area'directiﬂg an effort to explore and map the coasts.
Str}ﬁ?on(s)vemor’s instructions, as noted previously, had their bygj
- Frafl §SCO Bouligny’s recommendations to the Ipdies minister Josg
. de Gilvez. They called for exploring and mapping the delta coagt
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on the Mississipp1 SUZE"
inkling of what the Bri

. Pontchartrain and Borgne and thence around the birdfoot subdelt,
) to Lake Barataria, west of the delta. The instructions also specified
P mapping the Gulf Coast westward to Espiritu Santo (Matagorda)
S Bay To that end, the schooner Serior de la Yedra, captained by Luis
3 ' Antonio Andry, sailed from New Orleans on December 13, 1777
i (e il carefully chosen the French engineer to lead the im-

¢ portant mission. Andry’s service in the colony since the arrival of

* Gen. Alejandro O'Reilly to assert Spanish control was highly re-

o y { garded. O'Reilly had employed Andry as one of the commissioners
¢ to examine the post of La Baliza, which Governor Ulloa had estab-

¢ lished on Isla Real de San Carlos at the mouth of the Mississippi River;

£ his name appears on the report of the river-mouth post that O"Reilly
icolrwlaird?d to thf?n»Indles minister Julidn de Arriaga and on the map of
s'4 Real sent with the report. Governor Unzaga y Amezaga, in rec-

- *ppointment din
Coastin 1776, describegip Nt as commandant of the Aca

AT e hl,fn as “brevet captain and second adjutant
ew Orleans).” Besides experience in the service of both
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¢ later Gilvez lamented that Andry was not available for

pain, Unzaga noted, Andry “has personal merits, tal-
ledge of mathematics, . . . the only one here ground-
ents: e hich he employs to the benefit of the service.”
ed xﬂ)‘i ha T { IR : Rk —_
Some™ "1 e new settlement of Gfllxeztow n, declaring him the only
Janning b his country well qualified to draw up plans accurately.”

g = t l_;tql ma;;ping voyage to Matagorda Bay, Captain Andry/
Qnibe U).‘x‘liled by his twelve-year-old son, a cadet. ‘There were
s :1CC‘)mpd,rewmén, including the second captain and pilot, Isidro

4 O\thleorn(fr the seamen were Cristobal Gémez, who, havin gonce -
Millet. £ ”q 5Odegr at Presidio de la Bahia, claimed familiarity with
serve(j ji ;oasf and its Indians; and "Tomas de la Cruz, a young Maya |
Its; i};kgonl the Yucatin Peninsula—both slated for key roles in the \
anfolding drama. : ‘ :

The voyage was not undertaken w1th,out awar_engg,g_n(_)’fmthe rlsks_‘_ i
iwolved. Notwithstanding George Gauld’s trespass the previous sum-
ined little known and much dreaded. Return of

s, ihe coast TeIRA : : : .
El Seiior de la Yedra, therefore, was awaited anxiously in New Or-

Jeans. Concern mounted as months went by without news.

On October 24, 1778, Bernardo de Gilvez communicated his fears
to his uncle, José de Galvez, minister of the Indies. In view of the
time that had elapsed, he wrote, he held faint hopes that Captain “
Andry had escaped “fatal misfortune.” By mid-January, 1779, his fears
were confirmed: “I have been informed by the post commandants of >
Natchitoches and Atacapas, Don Atanasio de Mézieres and Don Al-
exandro Declouet,” he reported, “that in the neighborhood of La
Bahia del Espiritu Santo, there have been found the remains of a
schooner which was lost at that place.” Through their Indian con-
cts, the two commandants had obtained such news, including the
fact that the ravaged ship had a crew of fourteen. From the descrip-
tion, it seemed certain that Andry and his crew weré the victims, “It
y for me to request,” the governor wrote, “that you turn
overeign to the relief of [Andry’) afflicted
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Yet confirmation was lacking, and Don Bernardo saw a flicker of

3}2};}6 the following Ma.rch. “Evidence” consisting of nothing more
E ;(f:rf}fs of paper picked up by the Indians along the scashore
il le Calcaswu‘ River was brought to Francisco Bouligny at
b o eria, On,learn.mg of these papelitos bearing the names of the
Pains, Gilvey Jumped to a conclusion; he asked Bouligny to
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. t her gruesome fate, a missionary priest obtaipe Dmand
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th;zrt ¢-om Karankawan slavery and took him to Capt. ] 5
release
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’ b it Y0y,
ernor Cabello, who ordereg that 'I;cl):;?; feoieg ;n?llzn lat San -
de Béxar. Cabello, Wlth due _conce panish Je

yom galiSm’
Tomis’s declaration on March 14 and forwarded it to Cop> . * 0k
omds

Croix in Sonora. Croix typicall fO'Tléla“ ant.
. ro de Croix 1n , ; ¥, failed
Getril;r(:ll ¥:§S2n. Concerned that no official word of the traged;e}ﬂg
me t beenysent to Louisiana, Cabello at last wrote to Bernarq,, de Glye,
in July, 1779, and sent Crpz_to New g)rleans.8
A twenty-year-old Christian, Tomis de la Cruz had Jef;
village of Nisamal, thirty leagues from Campeche, to bec
man. By way of Veracruz and Havana, he came to Ney Orleans
where he signed on Captain Andry’s voyage. Only by his chance Sur-
vival did the story of that fateful voyage become fully known
Having sailed from New Orleans in December, 1777, Yedra reached

Matagorda Bay by early March, 1778. The exploration and mapping
were essentially complete, but the ship’s provisions were all but gone,
The ship came to anchor inside the ¢

his Native
OmE 3 sy

port of Matagorda,” and some q
Indians appeared on shore. Cristgbal (G6émez, the former La Bahia sgl- 3
dier who claimed familiarity with this region, offered to go ashort? \}flth &
four other men. It would be an easy matter, he said, to get provisions
for the small band at 5 nearby native rancheris; the five men then
could march on

| to La Bahia and obtain whatever the ship nee,dedd'
Captain Andry, seemingly unaware of the hostility that still emﬁted
tineng. the Karankawas, was persuaded. The five men disapped’
Into the wilderneg

‘ h()
s flatland, trustine known natives ¥
walked beside e and, trusting in the un

: o with
4 passed without worg from the relief party. The capta!™ Wi




; uneasiness, Nred Oia SWivel gun and rap th
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.,,l.t_m.lllwpin(,. the men on shore woul
5, »

¢ flag up the
d respond. Instead of the five
s . rds, two Indians appeared, clg}ﬂmﬂing in Castilian that they were —
’\'m;'u:rs‘ from Presidio de la Bahia, assigned as lookouts to eep the
soldiers on of coast. All tog credulous,

in posted of happel}ings Koo+

ﬂdﬂ' sent a boat to bring on board the apostate Karankawas]oseEh
jlusy *

: § treachery and murder.

\[aria and Mateo, whose trademark wa
: t\\”ﬁle familiarizing themselves with the ship, Joseph Marfa and
rs’ caution. Bringing meat for

\fateo adroitly overcame the marine
the starving men, they warned them of the hostile natives who lived
p in looking

Jlong the coast. Trustingly, the captain asked their hel

for the five men who had gone to seek aid; when the two Indians
more sailors went

with them.'

went ashore, supposedly to begin the search, three

to find the missing men. The three sailors who had gone with them,

they said, had remained on shore to feast on 4 game kill. Joseph Maria
and Mateo now stalled for time, waiting for reinforcements. As more
Indians came on board, they seized the mariners’ unguarded guns
and finished the bloody work that had begun with the murder of the
first five men to leave the ship.
Some four months later, in July, 1778, the Indians of Mission Ro-
sar1o, near Presidio de la Bahia, took flight and went to join the
Karankawas who inhabited the coastal islands. The prime instigator
of the flight was none other than Joseph Maria, ably assisted by his
brother and Mateo. Joseph Maria’s aged mother started out with the
fugitives but could not keep pace. Angered at her slowness, Joseph
Maria killed her with a lance thrust and left her body upon the trail\T *
The Karankawas, reinforced by the apostates, began raiding live-
stock herds and settlers in the Bahia vicinity. Governor Ripperds, in

one of his last official acts, pardoned the fugitives, and they returned
S8 the missio ' seph Maria, Mateo, and a few others
— scattered among the indios bravos 6

- In February, 1779,
FrayJ oaquin de Escobar, minister of Mission Rosario, set out for the

€0ast to persuade the remaining fugitives to return. Risking his life
dmong the unrepentant apostates, Escobar at last found two of his |
charges who were willing to come back. From them he learned of |
the moz0 cristiano, the young Christian, held by Joseph Maria and '1
Mateo. He sought out the two renegades and boldly demanded sur- |

ptive. Surprisingly, they complied. The young Maya
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1o Tomis de l]a Cruz accompanied the padre to [ 5 B
. ) 7 Aa. - s 1. -

sailor 13, at last 10 confirm the wildest rumors and v,
ruary 17, fate of Captain Andry and his crew.
S Wine his story at La Bahia and San Antop;

[omis, telling his stor} g e elateq ,

he had been In the ship’s hold when the companions of Josep}, o
and Mateo came on board to massacre the Spaniards wi, e ariy

. : :
guns Hearing the shots, he tried to hide among sacks of PrOVistWn
L | - n

but Joseph Maria soon found h.im and took him out op deck. Thers,
followed an argument among hl‘S captors over whether he was ¢, live
or die. Joseph Marfa saved his life by.clalmmg him as his slaye The

" Karankawas danced around-the bodies of the five slain me, WhilZ
stripping them of their (;lothmg, then' tl’lrew the corpses into the bay

~ They carried to shore, n the two ship’s boats, the five swiye] y
eleven muskets, barrels of gunpowder, and cases of muskethg]|s. The.
then burned the ship, and with it perhaps the first detailed Spanish
map of the Texas-Louisiana coast. Like many another luckless ship—
Spanish, French, and English—that met misfortune on the Karankay,
coast, EI Seiior de la Yedra left on this wilderness beach not her bopeg
but only her ashes.

Following the massacre, Tomas related, Joseph Maria led his com-
panions on a further romp into the Rio Grande Valley to run off
sheep and horses in the Camargo vicinity. This band, said the Maya
sailor, comprised sixty warriors, almost all Karankawas, who lived
most of the time on the barrier islands. The Indians were not adept

- at managing the firearms taken from Captain Andry’s ship, Tomas re-
ported; for want of proper care, the muskets quickly became unser-
- viceable.
‘Tomis’s report to Cabello made known at last the precise fate of
Senior de la Yedra and her captain and crew. As the governor signed
the document on March 20, 1779—the anniversary of the tragic
event—the lone survivor waited at Presidio de San Antonio de Béxar
to be sent back to New Orleans. He, with Cabello’s report to Gilvez
on the Andry affair, was conducted by Francisco Garcia,'* whose pres-
ence in ‘Texas was related to events occurring well beyond the bor-
| ders of the province. Garcia had come as Gélvez’s agent to buy up ©

two th'ousand cattle. The need stemmed from Spain’s entry into the
war with Great Britain. ' Per haps indicative of the Croix-Galvez al-
) liance, the traditional trade barriers between Texas and Louisian®

;erg' tel;lporarily setaside on Croix’s order. From 1779 to 1782, thou-
U8 O Tonas tatte - dormelbe frrai sk o €5 AE Cosor rniccian herds—
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n New Orleans, it was brought e Croix in Sonorg
" eeds of yetanother victim of the tragedy. Be
= I; 1o Yedra's fate was still a matter of con:
n WhIIE . 3 IO ) ; )
e om for the Phght of L‘.us Andr}’? family, and the Crown
:‘.mu _Jiate relief. Yet no!:hmg was said on behalf of e Secogl;;lnted
m‘wﬂ}:qummrs. Final}y, in New Orleans in 1786, Eulaliq L]n Cap-
“‘;.?Et: on the basis of her hu§band’s death in the king’s servic(z:rens 4
3()1{16d the Crown f(?r a pension.' Her efforts were unavailiné.p §Eé
enewed her appeal in J anuary, 1791, Wf_len her agent drew up a new
stition and pr.esented it with supporting documentation. By that
ime Eulalia Millet had returned to her native Barcelona, Her hus-
bands death, she claimed, had left her with no means of support but
her own menial labor, which was becoming impossible because of
her advancing years. At last His Benevolent Majesty was touched by
her plea to the extent that he awarded her an annual pension of 150
pesos.”’
In the interim, the whole matter of Texas coastal exploration had
been given new currency, as the Karankawa problem remained a fes-

tering sore. Just prior to the rescue of Tomais de la Cruz, quite co-
ncidentally, Commandant-General Croix had exhumed Ripperds’s
August, 1777, report of Gil Ybarbo’s reconnaissance. He forwarded
2copy to Cabello on January 16, 1779, suggesting a new exploration
from the Trinity River to the mouths of the Brazos and the Colorado.
Cabello probably received this communication before sending
Tomis’ testimony to Croix on March 14, but it was early April be-
lore he replied directly. A force from La Bahfa, augmented by a con-
tngent from Béxar, he suggested, could accomplish such a task without
isk. Despite Luis Cazorla’s exploration of the previous dec-
adfv‘fthe report evidently having been lost in the shuffle of files at-
“nding the change of viceroys and governors—Cabello was unable
danyone at either post who claimed certain knowledge that the

- d.v?rs in question actually entered the Gulf of Mexico. Another

"10n appeared necessary to clear up the matter, and he would

Umengt}fﬁt)}rl it to leave after the middle of June, the most propitiots

und.

- . . . O
¢ expedition was ever made, the report of it is not ; f the

dttention suddenly given Governor Ripperdd’s report 0
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g }()r;lt'l()n“‘“now alr . g o See
bo exp Y e and bad aming. rven mMore rem g
- - its tardines : Giking ark
remarkable for by Croix’s aide, Pedro Galindo NaVarI‘o u ] -C
s the review ma:i(ﬁ 0y n;llch too late to have been of valye T ender c‘
(i,]te of June 9,} 'Ib / Zz:ha d found, he offered, might be usefy] % rn\ Q ‘;5
‘_ 5 5, "ba - . e
glish ship -Gdthe Gulf coast and for crossing toBthe 1sland§ Wher e 5
Cormmter,lngand mission apostates tO‘?k refuge. Bug surely, if the SlOop L
Karanka_‘i‘ﬁsa on the bank of the Sabine, she was nothing e, an c
e ter}: hulk. More likely, she had been put o the torcy bythe |
a wgrm-ead reduced to a pile of ashes, with no visible feMains by, . |
Indians an rlooked by the natives in their quest .fo-r AITOW tipg
few nails t(})lve argo of brick, Galindo suggested dividing it among
— Asfor fBeui arge li village for construction of more permanep; builg. |
'sze’rll"sh Zt the settlement at the Camino Real Crossing on the Tiip; =
Ings. isted seems to have escaped his notice, Bucarey: :
River no longer existe : x S
ettlers had abandoned the site months previously to relocate ¢ ;
S . A e
Nacogdoches. With his long distance vision, the commandant-ge;, |
eral’s aide advised that the Texas governor have the Guif shore re. |
connoitered frequently, while constraining the peacefy] Indians ¢,
report any ships approaching the coast. Almost two months later, op ;
August 6, Croix added his endorsement to the tardy and irrelevant 1
review.!’

On October 7 that same year, 1779, Athanase de Mézieres ex.

.

pended his dying energies composing one last report to Croix op the ‘i

~ state of affairs in Texas. The Indian agent, manifesting a special con- ¢
% cern for the Gulf coast, harbored bitter hatred for the Karankawas, |
Even after almost three centuries 0 I €sence in the Gulf, he
lamented, the Texas littoral had not been ade

old—, :
Gil Ybar

o
v
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peninsulas, the number and the permane

ble Carancaguases?” F romindolence, he alleged, the Spanish Texans l
had failed to ugifize the vast store of natural resources and to develop
: “O, what an abuse!” Even
nder of Luisiana, Don Roberto de la
ree ships remained in the hands of the
almost 5 century ago, “sucas who had butc}}ered La Salle’s colonists
Many assassinatione 1 sad. losses of life and property, and o
it.” €Zigres : €N insufficient to induce us to acql}lfe i

¢ French view rather than the Spanish,
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ce to be the solution to virtually al] of Texag’ probl
. ems,

mer : : . S
geom™. 1 ad imposed severe trade restrictions th

hci‘ & yJiﬂ i K e f rOugh()ut th
el thatitw e e
W l seriod OUE ok ; O.UId nvite fore1gn Intrusion apd
oloni? }me 1t of Crown revenue, this French

»r "

man viewe Commerce
e goods that aboundeg
mpico, Campeche, and

e ms that they themge]
ot produce: let Espiritu Santo Bay be opened for the pur;zs‘;e's

oul - - ntly, no mention of Galveston Bay at this ¢s -
; Signlﬁct‘;]r;dzécepmcle of the Irinity and SZn Jacizttcillrliizzsfo’lll“ﬁ’
except 375 to emphasize the truth of Mézieres’s claims that ex. lor f
lack 5631 ZSTCXHS coast had been haphazard and inadequate. Thg sanje
gon t(;fl . to a lesser degree, of ther coastal segments, but 3 catalyst
4 % was at work. Spain, having taken adYaqtage of the English
alrlei es’ rebellion to declare war on Great Britain the previous May,
EZ dogeized the British posts along the Mississippi. As operations ex-
ended info the Gulf, they underscored ,the fact that exploration of
hat strategic enclcl)sed sea, from Yucatin and Tabasco to Florida,
' om complete.
wa;’&%;tfzver the oIzltcome of the rebellion in the English colonies, as
Méziéres saw it, Spain would be hard pressed to hold back the tide of
invaders that traditionally had threatened New Spain’s northern prov-
inces. The security of the Texas coast and its barrier islands, there- ~
fore, assumed added importance. Subjection of the Karankawas was |
aurgent need if Spain was to have full possession of the Gulf shore.
In the Frenchman’s view the means was a war of extinction, waged
by land and sea. While the friendly Akokisa might be able to per-
suade some of their neighbors to peace, the Karankawan tribes had
been admonished previously; no further warning was due. el
For the maritime operation, the Indian agent suggested bringing
fom New Orleans three barges of the type used on the Mississippi.
They were light but solid craft of six-ton capacity, each with two
swivel guns mounted on the prow and propelled by sixteen oarsmen.
Each coulq carry an attack force of seventy-five men, who should,b.e
chosen from the French and Spanish creoles and hunters of Louisi-

% Proceeding through the bayous to Atikapa country, they could

aC

g il to progress. Free exchange of th
el

» 0 A .

in the Pr)lra o fill the colonists’ need for ite
isia

ouls!

e

quUire Native coastal pilots to guide them to the Akokisa at the mouth

" P rlth
¢ Irinity. Thence messengers could be sent to effect liaison

: knd forces at Espiritu Santo Bay.

| 1 £ N : | St 3 'Oint
gnxﬁcanﬂy, Mézieres was suggesting more than just 2 ]




‘‘‘‘‘

OQLIOVAL, WATER

LLouisiana-Texas campaign; he wag PTOpOSing 4 +.. .
horse soldiers of the Texas presidios with the L(‘)lll_lcarl Of the ¢
each contingent to function in its ACCustome Wisian, boay

Between the land and seq forces, al] the ; Slangnner ang spﬁoplﬁ,
mainland should be examined, securing “perfectsk?lnd the Pherg
coast, of the mouth of the San Antonio River, ang : ow
interior of said bay. . . .” Should the Karankawas0 .
themselves, he continued, care should be ch
any of those who have committed s

Lest he be adjudged an unworth
for proposing such a fire-and-blo
harsh stand: “let the women be spa
sex; the infants, for their innocen
the crimes of their ancestors; th
perpetuate them”; but send them
lose all thought of returning to th
to render service that would co
expense of their reduction.

A special thought was reserved fo
cutthroat who had murdered his ow

a
ledg,, *Ceny

eXter' fthﬁ
OOSQ t()

y subject of ;g éath :
: lic M,
od policy, Mézigreg Oul;li Yesty

red, out of consideration fi

ce; the youths, tq make (}, M,
e adults, that they Mmay neIn nate
to faraway lands wh i

. €re the
CIT perverse customg Y Woulq

; and com
mpensate in smal] Measyre fgfliid
€

r Joseph Maria, th

n mother and 8

_Pel"petrated the

infamous rascal exemplary punishment “if it is
it in proportion to his atrocious deeds.” Let him pay for all the ay.
agery visited upon the unfortunates cast upon this hostile shore: the
disastrous end of La Salle; the slaughter of the Chevalier Grenjer:
men of La Superbe—*“so many youths, the most brilliant of New Or-
leans”—the engineer Don Luis Andry, and “numberless persons now
buried in the forgetfulness of time.”?

The disaster that befell Andry and son—a loss felt most keenly in

the Louisiana colony—had touched Mézieres deeply. He finished
his letter in eloquent and emotional lamentation:

O, sad event! O, deplorable adventure, in which a sad father saw ?S};
sassinated his beloved son whom he clasped in his pious arms; in Wh‘f: :
a tender and helpless child saw the paternal breast, to Wl}ld‘ P&%ﬁt
clinging, laid open by dagger thrusts. Most unhappy beings! > You
did you not suffer with the terrible anguish of death and love: oy
united the tears which were shed by your eyes with the BRI Y

: Jost
burst forth from your wounds; you breathed forth your sighs, i
more than life. 23
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_ g the yengeance he advocated visited upon the
. r; \ntonio 0 rake the office of governor, offered
N7 | Ry q November 2, 1779, of an injury that had

to expect a change of assign-

qving been led
s fade with Mézieres’s death.

"‘\T;.gmi fﬂo g;izaodon, saw such hope

o5 3% a L-‘th e blems that.he had hoped would belong to
o7 Jeal ® lemain od in Texas antil 1786, when he was suf:ceeded
(e he fﬁnez .checo.?* Not the least Qf these difficulties were
& Jfael .\1‘3{ cribes and the lack of security of the Gulf Coast.

" Garanka® a“ll was forced temporarily to abandon his plans for
AT e .s the Comanche problem became

& 178
1/ " he Karankawas

J\temﬁnaﬂ.ni The renegade Joseph Maria continued to make his

_ in onerous fashion, extending his raids even to San

presence l]?ot‘l?c} end of 1782, the Karankawa problem seemed intol-
’ ly, Cabello engaged another French trader

mmﬁlo- ) i
A Not surpristg REDS
He was Nicolas de La Mathe, merchant and

er“lble‘ . . eS
2reat Vv'lth the D i k r———r" v -
. ¢ om Pointe Coupée, a longtime partner of Gil Ybar-

115 captail
ilitia 4P 26 /P L
boin d-le Irldlan trade- ‘ s, _,'/ .-’\fx 2\ rt"bitf

f “activity,zeal, a good charac-

-g0 La Mathe, a man o «
+in Cabello’s ostimation, had been inv ved in dealings with the
1es. In 1783 La Mathe of-

ter
Northern Tribes, as well as the Comanches.
fored his services O lead an attack on the Karankawas’ island strong-

hold, o free the Gulf coast once and for all fTrom “the murders and
that they have committed against shipwrecked

indescribable outrages
ersons” such as Luis Andry and his crew. The plan as Cabello de-
¢ canoes at Camargo on the Rio Grande.

These and other craft from Opelousas would be manned by one hun-

Led by La Mathe him-

ired huntsmen and oarsmen from Louisiana. Led !
Selllfl they would go to the islands and drive the Indians to the mainland,
where troops from La Bahia and Béxar would “put them to the/

: S‘A‘ord,{’iz
T
he plan, for one reason or another, languished until 1785, when

the interi
Aﬂtslniznfl{n commandant-general of the Interior Provinces, Joseph
Rengel, noted that as long as the bellicose Karankawas held

the barf -
ler islands, exploration in that area was effectively blocked.

Cngel see .
’ min . . y . .
Predec gly more attentive to affairs in "Texas than either of his

€ss . :
Vemo:) Es(tgg OIX 311_(1 Fellpe de Neve), sought the backing of both
an Mir6 of Louisiana and the king for “reduction
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» of the Karankawas. Governor

by this commandancy-g enem]«ibell(,, e
.nd by land against thos tO capn  dig
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ces of 1exas, Coahuila, and Nuevo § 5" with
If sought increased participati ? dantan "0y,
|ding fourteen canoes on the Guada] 16 afye, .

rQ u .
The banks of the Guadalupe, h P Rivey | ¢
» he sajd

d impractical.
ble for the construction, but it
) was too ed

mber suita
wohold, too convenie
ghold, . nt for the flca
M to attack th cr the
a
p

ts before they could be put to use, A
the coqstrucnon camp could not bé fof ce lar
fﬁcml. to furnish canoes for tr Provideq, iy
hundred armed men to the islands. Another Cabell ansporting tWe
dated more than a year later, indicates that the assi s, Mir(',o
was not forthconung. In the meantime, José de E 'Stance requesteg
in mapping the coast from the east, including Ma:“a had Succeedeg
and had approached the bay again from the otherag?rda Bay jtself
rection, If the’

benefi ' :
- ou;fi (t{: h}gtreconnalssance were as expected, Cabell
: cilitate extermination of th ’ O prophes;

e dreaded enemies.?’ phesied,

Cabello at this point could
: afford t gt
ending. Before the year was out, he u(;rbedoptlmlstlc; his term wy
ment over to Martinez Pach ! ned the provincial :
records in order, he dzep 3;_‘; SC’(I): After an extended delay‘?‘t govern-
) arted Texas fi : . O put h;
ported under date of Nove R 255 l(;% Mexico City. There he rés
tO the ncw VicerOy Man l A_n : ’ 73 on the prOVinCe f
. sion of the regi ot histze ctiomo Flores. Offering a garb(; (;l" %,
traordinarily bad m ry and geography,*® he manif ed ver-
ok dry R emory Concerning e gy ifested an ex-
IStratiOn s TeXaS at the pertinent dOC '0 e Dla-
; governo T uments of his admin-
dlI‘IZe (11271}7789 )CWere not at h:n(jg?nnmg eight years, one monihn;ll?d
abﬁllO had . d :
strength are fifty to si reported: “The K
. to arank : :
Rosario are very fe\:lity souls, and the apostatesa;?tshm i full
rrlussmn_” i tlelcause thf-:y B i 1 € n;llssmn of
P a){ed arole in suppre .e truth in every instance gC t())ug : FO the
erwise. In response ssing the Karankawas th 8 el!o himself
gel in 1785), he s ko Ehe royal order (evidentl at 1s not evident oth-
C(?&St on two occ ays’ I tOOk the mea . Y trallSmltted by Ren-
nio de Béxar and asions with troops fr ns of going personally t0 the
nd Bahia de] E3pi‘rjgls S om the presidios of San Anto-
anto, in which I managed to kill

or mzcrmin;ninn
was “fully author?
C_\'PL‘( b\ ‘ s€a
from the provl
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al plan for bul
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initl
prove
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hirty: « - Because of having to attend to the great tasks

qpore ¢ mr!ﬁt St gc,vernorship, [ arranged that a part of the troop of
hat 80 ‘,[l]. < should go out every month for the same purpose, by
hoth prestt _ll(f,h plenty of others were killed.”?? If all this is true,
bW Karankawa warriors remained.

mean> o Of the '
; Viceroy Flores, Cabello provided late news of

h Marfa. Martinez Pacheco, having taken

- rascal Josep
", fopous FRSCEE J e i
the infar t emissaries to the coast to seek the

im governor, sen
O of the apostates- Bearing gifts, they were to induce the recal-
- or at least come and talk

ad A
]e‘mam hatives to return to the missions,
o ith the promise of pardon. Observing that his

<th the governon, W rom
g r exceeded his authority in the matter, Cabello relates that,

Maria and ten companions came to Presidio de San
’ Antonio de Béxar, they were accorded an artillery salute, showered

| with gifts, and entertained royally. Joseph Maria was given a cap-
o niform decorated with 2 medal of merit on his promise that

tdln,s un} L . o
postates and many others of his nation to

" he would bring all the a ‘.
201 io. didfiot care to return to

'\ settle four leagues

,'-;:the mission, thank you.) When Joseph Maria and his companions
3 Jeft San Antonio, supposedly to bring in the rest of his people to live
Y in the new settlement, they were supplied with food and gifts, in-

cluding firearms, and given an escort.

Arriving at the coast five days later, the soldiers found an encamp-
ent of some three hundred Karankawas, “both apostates and inf1-
dels.” Uneasy, the Spaniards made camp a short distance from the
Indians. They waited eighteen days without sign that Joseph Maria
intended to carry out his agreement. When the sergeant approached
the Indian leader to tell him it was time to move, the entire encamp-
ment became upset. A volley was fired, and the sergeant fell dead.
The ten soldiers hastily withdrew to Presidio de la Bahia, leaving the
sergeant’s body and much of their equipage. By the time reinforce-
ments arrived from La Bahia, the Indians had fled in canoes to their
island stronghold. The sergeant’s body, hacked to pieces, had to be
gathered up in a blanket for burial.”’

 Yet Karankawa numbers were diminishing under pressures of man
kinds and with them the longstandi blem of the bl 4
e o . gstanding problem of the oody Parrl—
uge factor in the solution was the Comanches, who in the

early IZMEMMh action froim the coastal natives by

making them Cabello
selves an even worse menace. In 1785, Cabello’s agents,

Pedro Vi
1 l .3 X—-'—-CHB-———. P
4 ?nd‘ﬁancxsco avier Chavez, negotiated peace with the
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quCcesso
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